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Politics: Gordon Brown H4: #ilH

The British Prime Minister Makes an Important Speech %EEH EH AKX EE S

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.

e TS, RGBT

Yesterday British Prime Minister Gordon Brown made a speech to members of
his party promising “a new settlement for new times”.

But the Prime Minister knows that for his leadership, time might be running
out. His Labour Party are now 22 points behind the Conservatives and unless
they improve their position, the next election will be won by the leader of the
Opposition, David Cameron.

Gordon Brown’s speech was aimed at those within Labour who think the only
way their party can win again is for him to go as soon as possible.

How did it come to this? When Mr Brown came into office 14 months ago, he
was riding high in opinion polls and had a secure place in his party. His
serious, no-nonsense approach was seen as a refreshing change from Mr
Blair’s slick and prepared style.

Mr Brown’s honeymoon came to an end this time last year. There were hints
that he might try to capitalise on his lead in the polls by calling a snap
election. The Prime Minister allowed speculation to build for several weeks
before finally ruling out an autumn election.

The delay allowed the Prime Minister’s opponents to call him indecisive and
even cowardly.

There followed unpopular changes to the tax system, which left some poorer
voters worse off. This led to an embarrassing U-turn that further eroded Mr
Brown’s image as a safe pair of hands to run the economy.

And then we have the growing financial crisis that has already caused one UK
bank to be nationalised and another, HBOS, to be taken over.

Some of his opponents say Mr Brown must shoulder some of the blame for
recent events, since he was Chancellor for 10 years under Tony Blair.

Yesterday the Prime Minister accepted that his first year in power might have
gone better, saying, "Where I've made mistakes I'll put my hand up and try
to put them right”.
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But he insisted that his long experience meant he was best placed to handle
the financial crisis.

Perhaps speaking of Mr Cameron, the Prime Minister said, “"This is no time
for a novice”.

The Prime Minister’s impassioned speech has impressed many supporters,
but it is not clear if it will be enough to quieten the dissent within his party.

Glossary iFEiCE

a new settlement for new times

- BB S BT 3R

time might be running out - 44
B TE T

Opposition - 557

riding high in opinion polls - K
XIFER

slick - EFH

honeymoon - ZH ()

capitalise - F|H

snap election - Ifff %3¢

speculation - #@Ml

ruling out - H:%

indecisive - %A

U-turn - #:L[F)%

eroded - #IF T

safe pair of hands - Z2F

nationalised - E&

shoulder some of the blame - &

I TE

put my hand up - (ZF) 4

This is no time for a novice - &2

1 _LFEH

impassioned - RS K

quieten the dissent - 5 54
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1. Readin uiz [

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RFHARE?HAIRMR? HEHIERESR.

1. The Prime Minister is 22 points ahead of David Cameron. True /
False

2. Mr Brown is a less popular leader than he used to be. True / False
3. Mr Brown changed his mind about his tax plans. True / False

4. The Prime Minister denied that he has made any mistakes. True / False

5. There was no real emotion in the Prime Minister’s speech. True / False

2. Memory Activity 017 773

a) Make Adjective-Noun Pairs 725714 17 35 EC
Without looking back at the article, match the adjectives on the left

with the nouns on the right. Put the six pairs of words in the spaces
below.

A—RAMRASH LR RIE T IIRAITE LA ERABAN B EE, HREET

H IR Z b
Adjectives Nouns
refreshing U-turn
long change
no-nonsense place
secure appro_ach
impassioned experience
embarrassing speech
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b) Fill in the Blanks EZ%®

Use the adjective / noun pairs from part a) to complete the sentences
below.

WH L= F B FIANNEER TR TS T

1. Since getting the best exam results in his school, Lee Chung has a
at Beijing University.

14

2. “Wanted: a barman or bar woman with

3. At his farewell dinner, the company director made a long,
about the future of the organisation.

4. Everyone agreed that it made a to see a
documentary in the cinema.

5. "Enough dreaming! To solve this problem, we need someone with a

6. The government struggled to regain support after an
on inheritance tax.
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3. Difficult Words and Phrases AN E

Read the passage and fill in the gaps using the correct words or
phrases from the box below.

MR AT B A 18 R B B R A

indecisive eroded impassioned speculation

shoulder some of the blame rule out time might be running

Last night, Kevin Ruddock, the managing director of Ultraplay Entertainments,
tried to quieten about when the new Zbox games console was
likely to be released. Speaking at a technology conference, Mr Ruddock said
that Ultraplay was still aiming for a November release although he was
“unable to a launch in 2009.”

The console was initially planned for launch in April of this year. Mr Ruddock
explained that technical problems had mainly caused the delay, but admitted

that he personally had to for misleading the public about the
release.
Rumours that Ultraplay’s management has been have

the company’s standing in the market. Mr Ruddock made an
plea to current Ultraplay customers to wait for the new console
to arrive - even if that means waiting till after Christmas.

But with Ultraplay’s market share down 7% in six months, for
Mr Ruddock himself.
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4. Wordsearch #iFi#g®

Try to find the words associated with today’s story in the puzzle
below.

There are 8 words to find. Words can be written horizontally, vertically
or diagonally.

THE PRI T, R EASER R IGEBIAR.
HA8A I, FHAT T AL DUK-TREE R A BB B

e |f |a |I u s |I i c |k [i I
a (r |a |u |n |t |[i n |g |u || I
S |e |r r I n (u n (g |t O |n

a |h [|i I I s |a [u |n |o |s |t
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U-turn  impassioned refreshing
indecisive spneculation eroded slick
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Answers X

1. Readin uiz 7R

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the
correct answer.

DTRATFHAOEEMMARMR? HEHERHER.

1. The Prime Minister is 22 points ahead of David
Cameron. False

2. Mr Brown is a less popular leader than he used to
be. True

3. Mr Brown changed his mind about his tax plans.
True

4. The Prime Minister denied that he has made any
mistakes. False

5. There was no real emotion in the Prime Minister’s
speech. False

3. Difficult Words and Phrases £ 3 /5 [ B4 5] 146 35

Read the passage and fill in the gaps using the
correct words or phrases from the box below.

TS T B B A Y B9 B VR R

indecisive eroded impassioned
speculation shoulder some of the blame
rule out time might be running out

Last night, Kevin Ruddock, the managing director of
Ultraplay Entertainments, tried to quieten
speculation about when the new Zbox games console
was likely to be released. Speaking at a technology
conference, Mr Ruddock said that Ultraplay was still
aiming for a November release although he was
“unable to rule out a launch in 2009.”

The console was initially planned for launch in April of
this year. Mr Ruddock explained that technical
problems had mainly caused the delay, but admitted
that he personally had to shoulder_some of the
blame for misleading the public about the release.

Rumours that Ultraplay’s management has been
indecisive have eroded the company’s standing in
the market. Mr Ruddock made an impassioned plea
to current Ultraplay customers to wait for the new
console to arrive - even if that means waiting till after
Christmas.

But with Ultraplay’s market share down 7% in six
months, time might be running out for Mr Ruddock
himself.
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2. Memory Activity it {7 533l
a) Make Adjective-Noun Pairs 23 R4 7 I #Eid

Without looking back at the article, match the adjectives on
the left with the nouns on the right. Put the six pairs of
words in the spaces below.

W—RWRASE EICIRREA BRIE T FI P A AE EAR B LA BN F
&, IFEEETEREEE.

refreshing change long experience no-nonsense approach

secure place impassioned speech embarrassing U-turn
b) Fill in the Blanks E%

Use the adjective / noun pairs from part a) to complete the
sentences below.

R E—g 3 R A NMEERER T T

1. Since getting the best exam results in his school, Lee Chung
has a secure place at Beijing University.

2. “Wanted: a barman or bar woman with long experience.”

3. At his farewell dinner, the company director made a long,
impassioned speech about the future of the organisation.

4. Everyone agreed that it made a refreshing change to see a
documentary in the cinema.

5. “Enough dreaming! To solve this problem, we need someone
with a no-nonsense approach.”

6. The government struggled to regain support after an
embarrassing U-turn on inheritance tax.

4. Wordsearch BiE#ZR
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